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This book contains the papers presented at a Symposium held in Hameenlinna, Finland in June 1985. The 
meeting appears to have been the joint brainchild of Labsystems, a company engaged in developing syn- 
thetic peptides, and the Department of Virology, University of Helsinki. Not surprisingly, there is a strong 
emphasis on the antigenicity of peptides and proteins and the production of antibodies. Three of the 22 
papers, for example, include Hopp and Woods hydrophilicity plots. On the other hand, there is scant men- 
tion of the suggestion that linear epitopes are located in regions of local flexibility. The symposium 
organizers took more care to ensure a more equitable treatment of the various methods of peptide synthesis. 
Kent and Clark-Lewis give a fairly detailed account of the current Merrifield variations culminating in the 
synthesis of interleukin-3. The Sheppard flag is briefly raised by Auffret and Meade while Widmer and 
Johansen champion the case for proteinase-catalysed peptide synthesis but with more prospects than 
products. 
The various applications for antibodies raised against synthetic peptides are well illustrated. These include 
immunoaffmity chromatography, studies of the myc oncogenes, diagnosis of hepatitis B and the production 
of neutralizing antibodies to polio virus. The fascinating story of the role of the Arg-Gly-Asp sequence in 
fibronectin and its recognition by a cell surface receptor is recounted by Ruoslahti, Hayman and 
Purschbacher. 
Peptide hormones are not totally neglected, but it will be clear from the foregoing that molecular en- 
docrinology was not intended to be a focal point of the symposium. 
Since the collected volume of papers appeared within six months of the symposium, the sponsors tried 
hard to produce a topical text. It is no fault of theirs that several papers now look slightly dated: such is 
the pace of progress in the peptide field. Nevertheless, the need for speed in publication does not excuse 
the number of typographical errors found in a small number of the papers. A phrase such as ‘the direct 
conversation of porcine insulin to human insulin’ (p.80) is at least amusing, or adumbrates a new dimension 
to molecular endocrinology. The repeated use of ‘-helical’ and ‘-helixes’ presumably because the typewriter 
or word processor used could not print a Greek alpha and the authors forgot to correct these and numerous 
other errors (pp. 105-l 12), however, is unacceptable practice in my opinion. This is not a cheap book and 
fortunately most of the papers reach a much higher standard of typographical accuracy. It is likely to be 
most useful in departments of virology, immunology, molecular genetics and the like who have just realized 
that synthetic peptides are versatile molecular tools. 
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